
 
 

 
 

  
Worship for March 26, 2023 10:00 a.m. 

The Bellbrook Presbyterian Church 
72 West Franklin Street 
Bellbrook, Ohio 45305 

937-848-2378                   www.bellbrookpc.com 

 
Our mission:  Embracing the Community with God’s Love, Providing a 
Home for Spiritual Nurture & Worship, Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Growing through Service to Others 
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God of our salvation, we praise you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer for 
our sins so we may be redeemed. 

 

We Prepare       
 

The Life of the Church  
 
Prelude     
 
Lighting of the Candles   
One: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.” 
All: We welcome the light of Christ into our worship. 
 
Sung Prayer of Preparation   “How Great Thou Art”                  Purple #625 v. 1 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have 
made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power throughout the universe 
displayed:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:  How great thou art!  How 

great thou art!  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:  How great thou art!  How 
great thou art! 

 
*Call to Worship (Responsive – please rise in body or spirit)                 
One:   Come to the Lord, who is rich in grace; approach our God, who is full in mercy. 
All:   We will praise God with all our heart and glorify the name of the Most 

High forever. 
 
*Hymn of Praise           “When Morning Guilds the Skies”            Purple # 667 

v. 1 When morning gilds the skies, my heart awakening cries:  may Jesus Christ be 
praised!  Alike at work and prayer to Jesus I repair:  may Jesus Christ be praised. 

v. 2 Does sadness fill my mind?  A solace here I find:  may Jesus Christ be praised!  
Or fades my earthly bliss?  My comfort still is this:  may Jesus Christ be praised! 
v. 3 Let earth’s wide circle round in joyful notes resound:  may Jesus Christ be 

praised!  Let air and sea and sky from depth to height reply:  may Jesus Christ be 
praised. 

v. 4 Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine:  may Jesus Christ be praised!  Be 
this the eternal song through all the ages long:  may Jesus Christ be praised! 
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*Call to Confession (Please rise in body or spirit.)              Isaiah 58:6-8 
Is this not the fast I choose:   
 To loose the bonds of injustice; 
 To share your bread with the hungry; 
 To bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 To clothe the naked? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 
quickly. 
 
Having heard these promises, let us confess our sins.  
 
*Prayer of Confession (responsive)    
One:  Lord, you have taught us the ways of your kingdom, but too often we fall back 

to doing things our way. Too often we are slow to forgive. We hold grudges, 
we expect the one who has wronged us to take the first step, and we qualify 
our forgiveness. You call us to forgive freely, remembering that we have all 
been forgiven. When we try to do things our way,  

All:  teach us your ways once again.  
One:  You are generous beyond what we can imagine. We do not show the same 

generosity that you do. We often try to hoard what we have. We focus on 
accumulating instead of giving. We want things to be fair and expected, but 
you surprise us with grace. When we try to do things our way,  

All:  teach us your ways once again.  
One: You have welcomed us into your family as children. You have set a feast for us 

and invited us to abundant life. Too often, we do not welcome others. We stick 
with those we know and form our own groups. We do not look for those who 
feel left out. Even more, often we fail to respond to your invitation to abundant 
life. We are too busy or distracted or think we know best and ignore your 
promptings. When we try to do things our way,  

All:  teach us your ways once again.  
One:  You have entrusted us with so many gifts. However, sometimes we do not 

believe that the gifts and talents we have are worth anything. We hide them 
away, we fail to share them, we do not use what we have been given to 
multiply your kingdom. We forget that you call us to be stewards, taking care of 
all that we have been given. When we try to do things our way, 

All:  teach us your ways once again.  
One:  You teach us what it means to serve, but sometimes we get caught up in our 

own concerns or routines. We fail to reach out to those in need. We are afraid 
to serve in ways beyond our comfort zones. We ignore opportunities to serve 
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or assume that someone else will do it. The life of discipleship is a life of 
service. When we try to do things our way,  

All:  teach us your ways once again.  
One: May we live in the ways of your kingdom, as a witness to the abundant life you 

promise. May our lives reflect your love, your hope, and your goodness and 
draw others to discover the joy of life in you. When we fall short, remind us of 
these kingdom ways—true life that is found in you. Amen. 

*Silent Confession 
 
*Assurance of Pardon (responsive)                 
One: Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.  In Christ, we are forgiven! 
All: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift. 
 
*Congregational Response        “Gloria Patri”                                       Red # 622 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

*Declaration of Trust and the Peace        
One:  Congregation of Jesus Christ, in whom are you trusting? 
All:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
One: Grace, mercy, and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son,  
  and the Holy Spirit. 
All: And also with you. 

(Please take a moment to greet your neighbor.) 
 

Pew Conversation  

• We have been reading a lot of parables about God’s Kingdom.  Which do you 
remember? 

• Which are easiest?  Which do you struggle with?  How do they help you grow 
into God’s Kingdom? 
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Sung Response                           “Jesus, Tell A Story” 

 

 
 

We Hear 
 
Anthem   “Be Glorified”                Kirkpatrick/Purifoy 
 
Prayer for Illumination (unison)                                                            
Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life!  Help us now to 
hear and obey what you say to us today.  Through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading                Psalm 98:7-9 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

let the hills sing together for joy 
 
 
 
 

 



6 
 

9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
 
Scripture Reading                    Matthew 25:31-46 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that 
we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 
One:   The Word of the Lord. 
All:      Thanks be to God! 

 
Message                   “When was It?”                                 Rev. Diane Ziegler 
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 Hymn of Affirmation       “Make Me A Servant”                     Sing the Faith # 2176 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostle’s Creed 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
One:  Lord, we live in a world that is marked by sin. It does not follow the ways of 

your kingdom. There is much need and much brokenness. Still, you call us to 
this kingdom work: work of healing, love, service, and reconciliation. As we 
serve others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
One:  We pray for those that are hungry. We pray that we might be mindful of our 

consumption; careful of our practices to make sure that creation remains 
fruitful for all, and quick to share food with those in need. Help us be grateful 
for hot meals and full stomachs, and make us aware of how many around us 
are hungry each day. As we serve others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
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One:  We pray for all those in need of clean water. Often, we take for granted access 
to water, but we know that many face drought, long distances, and disease-
filled water on a daily basis. Help us to work toward clean water for all people. 
May we develop creative solutions, give freely, and remember that water is a 
gift. We pray to you who is our Living Water. As we serve others,  

All:  may we serve you. 
One:  We all know what it is like to be a stranger in a new place, but when it is our 

turn to welcome, we often fall short. Teach us hospitality, give us courage to 
reach out to someone new, and help us to see strangers as neighbors. May 
we provide the warm welcome to others that we receive in you. As we serve 
others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
One:  For those who do not have basic necessities like clothing and shelter, we pray 

that they might receive what they need. We pray that they would feel safe and 
loved. May we share from the abundance of what we have. As you clothed 
Adam and Eve in the garden, may we show that same care, providing for 
those who do not have what they need. As we serve others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
One:  We pray for all those who are sick in mind, body and spirit. We pray especially 

for those we name now… May they know your healing touch. Help us as we 
care for them. Be with those who work in healthcare: doctors, nurses, 
therapists, and all staff in care facilities. May our love and care for those who 
are sick reflect your love and care for them. As we serve others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
One:  We pray for those who are captive. We pray for those who are incarcerated, 

and those who feel they have no way out of hopeless situations. Redeeming 
God, may we all rejoice in the promise that you bring freedom and life. May we 
provide assistance and support that help bring wholeness and new life. As we 
serve others,  

All:  may we serve you.  
One:  Through all of our acts of service, may we honor you. May we see you in the 

least of these. May we remember that you call us to love and care for others 
and to see the image of God in each person, as Jesus saw.  We pray now as 
he taught us to pray. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  
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and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
 
Sung Response to Prayer   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                Purple # 834 
v. 1 Precious Lord, take my hand; lead me on, help me stand; I am tired, I am weak, I 
am worn.  Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light; take my hand, 

precious Lord, lead me home. 
v. 2 When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near; when my life is almost 

gone, hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall, take my hand, precious Lord, 
lead me home. 

 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God                  
 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host! 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication/Offering (unison)  
Lord, my Rock and Redeemer, thank you that you are infinitely, consistently, 
and perfectly wise. You have said that whatever we give is acceptable if we 
give it eagerly. You have said that we should give according to what we have. 
Help us to bring our offerings with an eager heart, not as a comparison with 
others but as an act of worship to you. May we find the comfort we desire in 
you and the strength we need in your name. May your presence be with us 
every hour of the day. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

We Go 
 

*Parting Hymn         “Take My Life”                    Purple # 697 v. 1, 4, 6 
v. 1 Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; take my moments and my 

days; let them flow I ceaseless praise; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
v. 4 Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold; take my intellect and use 

every power as thou shalt choose, every power as thou shalt choose. 
v. 6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at thy feet its treasure store; take myself and I will 

be every, only, all for thee, every only, all for thee. 
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*Carrying the Light    
One:  As we go forth to serve, 
All: We carry the light of Christ into the world. 
 
*Benediction    
 
* Sung Benediction         “What A Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”     Purple # 837 v. 3 

v. 3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms?  I 
have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.  Leaning, 
leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting 

arms. 
 

Postlude    
  (Sanctuary worshippers, please be seated for the postlude.) 
 
One License #A-731408 
 

Scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.        
 

Online Giving:  Access online giving by using the bar code to the left. 
 
We are grateful to have Adina serving as accompanist this morning! 
 

Office Hours this Week:  Monday and Wednesday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Engineering is Elementary- Grades 1-5- March 27th-31st. Daily from 1-4 p.m.- If 
you would like to learn more or volunteer, please let Sally in the office know. 
 
Please pick up your Lenten devotional booklet if you have not already done so.  
Pocket “Grace and Peace” coins are also available to carry throughout the season.  
Both are located at the entrances to the sanctuary. 
 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering assists people in need and distress across 
the nation and around the world.  We will be collecting for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing now through April 2.  Please pick up a fish bank (located at both entrances to 
the sanctuary) and place offerings into the bank.  Bring your bank back to church on 
Palm Sunday (April 2) when we will dedicate the offering. 
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Next Sunday is Palm Sunday!  Many worship opportunities are planned for Holy 
Week.  See your Wednesday email for details.  Please consider inviting others to join 
into the life of our community during this season. 
 

Don’t miss important news and notes about the life of the community in our email 
newsletter which is sent out each Wednesday.  If you haven’t subscribed already and 
would like to do so, please email Sally or Diane. 
 
Easter Flowers have been ordered.  Supplies are tight this year so although we will 
have flowers please note colors are not guaranteed. 
 

Prayer Concerns:  Family of Dave Edwards, Family of Carol Fryman, Lois Tharpe, Luke 

Smallwood, Loy and Ed Boncek, Ali, Molly Barber, Family of John Myron, Gary Smith, Toby 

Boedecker, Barb Wagner and family at loss of Barb’s sister Phyllis, family and friends of 

Stuart Holoman (Al Evan’s brother-in-law), Allene Rader; those who are sick; earthquake 

victims; peace. 

 

 

 Palm Sunday, April 2nd – On this Sunday 
before Easter we remember Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem.  Worship will include special 
music and palm branches! 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 6th – We will 
gather for a meal together and a simple 
worship service to follow in Fellowship Hall.  
6 p.m. 

 
Good Friday, April 7th – We will again have a prayer walk on Good Friday that 
is open to the community.  This multi-station very short walk includes 
thoughtful stations, each with an activity and a prayer.  A booklet guides you 
through the stations.  This will either be outside in the courtyard or in 
Fellowship Hall.  Noon to 5 p.m. 
 
We will also have Good Friday worship at 7:00 p.m. We will be worshipping 
with the Bellbrook United Methodist Church at BUMC. 
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Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 8th – Join us for a family friendly service of song 
and scripture at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 9th – Worship with special music, spring flowers, and 
other signs of resurrection as we celebrate our Risen Lord! 
 

Creation-wide praise chorus  

“All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing!” These 

words — just one paraphrase of a text by St. Francis of Assisi — seem a fitting 

description of springtime, when leaves and flowers pop out afresh, birdsong is 

heard again and hibernating animals emerge from dens and burrows, many 

with new babies in tow. 

Psalm 148 may have served as inspiration for Francis, calling not only “young 

men and women alike, old and young together” (v. 12, NRSV), but also animals 

and birds, wind and water, mountains and trees, to praise the Lord. James L. 

Mays writes: “We human beings … should recognize that we are in the list with 

all the creation and creatures as creature and creation ourselves. We are in our 

obligation to praise no different from and no more than all the rest.” 

When you head outside on a bright spring day, 

notice what praise looks like in nonhuman form 

and how it sounds from nonhuman voices. How 

can we best join “all creatures of our God and 

King” in worship? 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 


